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ation, and no pretext is too futile for them to reach their
end. But I resisted all the allurements the Pa-tsung could
hold out to me, and firmly declared that I could shim only
at Ta-ehien-lu, now distant but a week's journey. So
guides and a pack-animal to take me as far as Tai-
ling were promised for the morrow. Having bidden fare-
well to the good fellows who had brought me from Kanze,
and to the Pa-tsung5 who waited on me in full uni-
form some distance outside of the village, we started ^ctff
again.                                                             T7 & 3 %.

The Nya ch'u bends southward at Dawo, receiving the
Dawo eh'u which comes down from the snow-capped
mountains some miles to the east and southeast of the
town. Up the course of the latter our route led, the
ground as far as Olosu (seven miles) rough and stony, but
after passing that village the country became of exceed-
ing beauty, the mountains clothed to their summits with
fine timber. Still the incessant rain which kept falling
marred the pleasurable ride, and we were glad to reach
Koja, a little village of four or five houses near the river-
bank. Here I noticed for the first time in Tibet goitres
on several of the women, and hence to Ta-chien-lu they
were a common disfigurement of the people, especially
the women.1
From Koja to the head of the Dawo ch?u the valley was
uninhabited; the forest growth covered the bottom of it,
the soil was soaked by the continuous rains, and ferns and
creepers nearly hid the rocks and fallen trees. The ascent
was imperceptible, and the col which led into the valley of
tlie Bo eh^u is not entitled to the name of pass, nor has it
* Dr. Saunders, in Turner's e*Ein-    known in Tibet.   He says it is very
bassy to the Court of the Teshoo    common on the coast of Sumatra, and,
lama," p. 408, remarks that while    I may add, on the plains of north
goitre is common in Bhutan, it is xm-    China.